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Martis xxxi Die Januarii 1720. Av 
E22 Britanniæ, Oc. Septins, 


HI $ Court doth deſire Mr. Haſlewud 
| to print his Sermon preach d betore the 
Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of this 
a at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 

londay the Thirtieth Inſtant, being the 
Anniverſary Faſt tor the 4 8 LR of King 
Charles I. 
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Io the 15. Honourable 
Sr JOUN FRYER, Bare 
LORD-MAYOR 
OF TH E 
City of LONDON, 


And to the Worſhipful 


CouRT of ALDERMEN. 


ls ͤa Tribute due from 
Ti che Preacher, thankful- 
fully ro acknowledge 
the Honour of your Appro- 
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reg and on that Occaſion 
to cn to the World 


thoſe Virtucs, which from ſo 
high a Station are the more at- 


tactiwé. But your-Lord{hip has 
been ſo long allow'd to be the 
Pattern of 'a Complete Magi. 

ſtrate, and the City is ſo ſenſi- 
ble of its Happine(s in the pre- 
(ent Court bf Aldermen; 25 to 
prevent all but my Wiſhes that 
you may long enjoy the Fruit of 
your good W 2 and the Ci. 
ty may never want a Succeſſion 


of ſuch Magiſtrates : Who am, 


in, the greateſt Deferenct 
5 bot 70 rer maſt Olediem 
ade 5 Lb amble Servant 
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ZE On. VII. 8 
Speak unto all the People of the 


ing: ' When ye faſted and 
mourned in the fifth and (e- 
denth Months, even thoſe ſe. 
dent) Tears; did ye at all faſt 


unto me, even to me i 


5 Fay, S whatſoever Things were writ- 


what this Portion of Scrip- 
e relates to; we may learn not only 
lat concerns a Faſt in general, but ſome 
ings particularly applicable to this 
J. In order to which, it will be ne- 
B ceſlary 


Land, and to the Prieſts; ſay. 


ten afcre-time, were written. 
ſer our Learning So from 
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2 _ 4 Sermon preach'd. 
ceſlary to trace the hiſtorical Reference 
of theſe Words. 


Tur Jett, from the Time of their 

Babyl-niſh Captivity, had taken up the 
voluntary Obſervation of ſeveral ſtated 
yearly Faſts : And particularly thoſe in 
the Text, of the fitth and ſeventh Month ; 
Wliich they did upon Account of two 
great Evils that befell them at thoſe 
Seaſons. The Faſt of the fifth Month 
they obſerv'd in Memory of their City 
and Temple being then burnt ; and that 
of the ſeventh Month was for the {laughs 
ter of Gedaliah, upon which their utter 
Diſperſion enſu d.“ 


Tusk Faſts they had obſerv'd for 
ſeventy Years. But now having been 
eighteen Years reſtor'd from Captivity; 
and ſo many of them ſettled in Judea, as 
that the rebuilding their Temple was 
within two Years of being finiſh'd ; the 
Jews that remain'd in Babylon began to 

queſtion, 


jr 
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queſtion, whether they ſhould ane 
theſe Faſts any —_ 
I 

AccoRDINGLY they ſend to Ju. 
dea, to enquire of the Prieſts and Pro- 
phets there, how they ſhould behave 
themſelves on this Occaſion : Whether 
they ſhould continue to faſt tor their old 
Temple, when they had a new one; and 
mourn jor the Loſs of Gedaliah, when 
God had rais'd up Cyrus and Darius, glo- 
rious Reſtorers to them. 


Tx + Prophets then to be conſulted, "5 
were Haggai and Zechariah. And upon 6 
this Occaſion the Prophet Zechariah ſays : 
Then came the Word of the Lord of Hoſts 
for Wl wnto me, ſaying : Speak unto all the People 
en of the Land, and to the Prieſts, ſaying ; 
ty. When ye faſted and mourned in the fifth 
and ſeventh Months, even thoſe ſeventy 
vas Tears; did ye at all faſt unto me, even to 
the ne? 
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Tre Words are addreſs'd not only to 
tie People, but the Prieſts. They pro- 
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bably had been the forwardeſt in appoint- 
ing thoſe Faſts ; and ſo could not with 4 
good Grace aboliſh an Inſtitution of thei: 
own, without an aut. oritative- Precept. 
But whereas the Words run by Way of 
Interrogation; we are to underſtand them, 
as a rebement Aſlertion that- their Faſt 
had not been #xto God Eſpecially being 
thus inge minated by way of Appeal to 
their, Conſciences; Did y2 at all faft un— 
to me, ven to me, This the Sequel both 
of this and the following Chapter plainly 
ſhews us. But there was Reaſon for the 
Prophet to prepare them gradually for the 
Abolition of a Cuſtom, which had grown 
venerable by Antiquity. And theretore 
the politive Anſwer to their Queſtion, i- 
defer'd to the latter End of the next 
Chapter, 


-I xt Method which the Proplet 
takes to prepare them for the Solution of 
their Queſtion, is this. He tells them in 
the Words following the Test; that as 
to the external Part "of their faſting, in 


ſeparating themſelves trom all bodily De- 
lights, 
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liohts, it could be no more to God than 
their innocent Enjoyment of them was. 
When ye did eat, ſays he, and when ye 
did drink ; did ye not eat for your ſelves, 
and drink for your [cloves ? Which he tells 
them, they ſhould have learnt trom the 
former Prophets. World ye not, ſays he, 
bear the Words which the Lord hath cried 
by the former Prophets Where probably 
[wah is particularly reter'd to; as having 
at large deſcrib'd the Vanity of a mere 
ceremonious Faſt, Chap. 5e. 


THz N the Prophet proceeds to ſhew 
em what was wanting in theſe Faſts of 
theirs, in order to make any Faſt accept- 
ble to God; which was the reforming 
bole Sins, which had brought God's 
udgments upon them. Execute, ſays 
le, ue Judgment; and ſbem Mercy aud 
v$þaſſions every Man to his Brother. And 
Hing thus prepar'd them; he gives 
lem the final Anſwer to their Queſtion, 
ithe 19th Verſe of the following Chapter. 
0 faub the Lord of Hoſts ; the Faſt of 
? fourth Month, and the Faſt of the fiſth, 
and 
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6 A Sermon preach'd 
and the Faſt of the ſeventh, and the Faſt if 


dropt; by their propoſing the Queſtion 


the temh, ſhall be to the Houſe of Judah 
Joy and Gladneſs, and chearſul Feaſi;: 


Therefore love ye the Truth, and Peace, 


Fox the underſtanding this Verſe; we 
are to take Notice, that the Siege of Je- 
ruſalem laſted Part of two Years. In the 
tenth· Month the Siege was begun; and 
in the fourth Month of the next Year, 2 
Breach was made in the Wall: * In the 
fifth Month, the City and Temple were 
burnt: f And in the ſeventh Month, G. 
daliab, the Babyloniſh Governor, wa: 
{lin ; upon which the utter Diſperſion of 
the Jews enſu'd.** 155 


* LY — — A - rng 8 * 5 


O each of theſe four Occaſions, the 
Jews had kept a ſtated yearly Faſt. But 
two of them ſeem now to have been 


to the Prophets, only about the other 
two. However, God gives a Deterni 
nation 
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before the Lord Mayor. 7 
nation concerning them all four ; as 
ſtanding upon the ſame Level. Their 
Calamities were remov'd, and the form- 
er Mercies reſtor'd ; {o that their national 
Forgiveneſs was evident : And therefore 
their faſting Days were order d to be 
turn'd into Thankſgivings, for the Mer- 
cies by which the Occaſion of their faſt- 
ing was taken away. But at the ſame 
time, to prevent a Return of their Ca- 
lamities ; they are charg'd to love the 
Iruth, and Peace. 


Waicn Jaſt Words may help to ex- 
plain thoſe of the Text ; Did ye- faſt at 
all unto me, even to me ? They faſted not 
unto God; becauſe they faſted not in 
Tutb; or according to the true Ends of 
faſting : They made indeed an oſtenta- 
tious Shew of Repentance, in Duſt, and 
Aſhes and Sackcloth ; but they appear 
not to have deltgn'd God's Glory in it, 
by forlaking thoſe Sins to which they 


Wight impute his Judgments. Then they 
fiſted not anto God in reſpect of Peace; 


but took thoſe Occaſions to vent their 
Paſſions 
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Paſſions of Grief for their Calamity, ang 
of Rage againſt thoſe they apprehended 
to be the Inſtruments of it. 


Tris Iſaiah tells us was the Jenijh 
Temper in his time; Iſa. 58. 4. Je of 
for Strife and Dehate ; and to ſinite with 
the Fiſt of Wickedneſs : And that it con- 
tinu'd with them after their Reſtoration 
from Captivity, is intimated in the next 
Verſe but one after the Text; where 
they are call'd upon to he Mercy and 
Compaſſions every Man to his Brother, But 
what makes it plain is; that in the tenth 
Verſe of the next Chapter, they are (aid 
to be ſet every Man againſt his Neighbor, 
So that we ſee there was not only Ren- 
ſon for the Prophet to abrogate their 
Faſts; but to diſclaim their having in all 
thoſe ſeventy Years faſted at all zo Cod, 

a * 


T xs Improvement which we ſhould 
make of this; {ſhould be to learn how 
we may ſo regulate our Faſts, as to make 
them religious, or unto God. Which 
may be done, by tracing ſome of the chiets 


A {Detect 
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Deſects in theſe Few! V Faſts. But firſt; 
it will be proper to take notice of ſome- 
what in the Text, which was before 
hinted to be particularly applicable to 
this Day. 


Tu Faſt of the ſeventh Month, was 
for the ſlaying Cedaliab, Governor of Ju- 
dea; which, according to the preſent 
Jewiſh Calendar, however erroneous, 
was on the the zoth Day of the Month.“ 
This was not the Act of the F-7vs in ge- 
oerl, or of any particular Sect, or Party, 
among them; but of [/hmael, abetted 
o the Ammozrtes.4 So that what made 
the Jew!ſh Nation keep a Faſt for it; 
was not their Guilt, but the evil Conſe- 
quences they expected from it. Guile 
hey could have none, as a People: For 
as ſoon as they had any Appretienfion of 
it, they remonſtrated againſt it.?“ But 
$974 they 
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This is ſaid upon the Authority of the learned Dr. Fride aux 3 
Vol. I. p 83, Oftavo. But the preſent Calendar being form d oa a 


ſolar Year, inſtead of the old lunar one „ there can be no Cextainty 
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for the Sins of the People, and the Iniqui- 
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they were afraid that Nebuchudneg aq 
would nevertheleſs revenge it upon 
them. And this made the laſt Remains 
of them diſperſe into Egypt; to the ut: 
ter Deſolation of Judea. f 


Tuus the Service of the Day, treat; 
it not as occafion'd by any particular Sed 
or Party; but as a Judgment for Sin in 
general. For in the Hymn we ſay ; It wa; 


ties of the Prieſts . In the Morning we 
confeſs ; that they were the crying Sins of 


this Nation, which brought down this hea- MY b. 
vy Judgment upon us: And in the Even- t! 
ing Service we lay ; that God perniited 
Sons of Belial to embrue their Hands ; u 
{ure never made any Se& or Party. And 
then as Gedaliab tell not without tie!“ 
Concurrence of the Ammonites : So for le 
the Honour of our Country, and Vindi- ” 
cation. of the Proteſtant Name ; we may 0 
of 
charge the Papiſts with being the princi- c 


pal 


Jer. 42. Is. 
1 Jer. 41. 18, 
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pal Agents in this Matter. For the Act 


for the Day, imputes it to Mſcre:ts ; 


and ſays, that the fem Agents in it were 


far from being true Proteſtants ; nay, tis 
there reſented as an unjuſt Reproach up- 
on us, to have it thought otherwile, 


HAavin: thus ſettled the Scope of the 
Text; and ſhewn how it is applicable to 
this Day : We may proceed to an Im- 


provement of it, for regulating our Faſts; 


ſo as to make them religious, or znto 
God. Which, as was ſaid, may be done; 
by tracing ſome of the chief Defects in 
theſe Jewiſh Faſts, Where, 


I ONE Defect was their laying a 
Streſs on the Act itſelf, inſtead of at- 
tending to the proper End of it. A pub- 
lic Faſt in the Old Teſtament did not 
conliſt in bare Abſtinence from Food; but 
was accompanied with various Tokens 
of Humiliation : Such as wearing Sack- 
cloth ; * lying in Aſhes ; f, tearing their 

.-& i Gar- 
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12 A Sermon preachd 
Garments; Baldneſo, by ' plucking of 
their Hair; bringing Infants into the 
Aſſembly, to excite Concern; ** and ab- 
ſtaining from conjugal Entercourſe: 
Which laſt Circumſtance: the New Te. 
ment. alludes to, 1 Cor. 7. 5. But can 
we think any of theſe things acceptable 
to God in themſelves ? No; they were 
only approv'd as Tokens of ſincere Re- 
pentance, or at leaſt as a Call of others 
to it. And upon this laſt Account God 
had ſome little Regard to Abab's inſin- 
cere Humiliation ; ſo far as to defer the 
Slaughter of his ſeventy Children, till he 
himſelf had been kill'd in Battle, and 
the Dogs lick d his Blood. f 


Tu ar the bare Act of faſting with- 
out perſuing its religious End, cannot be 
acceptabie to God; is plain from thoſe 
Scriptures which diſclaim a Man's fiel. 
ing himſel, and bowing down his Head as 

a Bull. 


ä n 


— — 


inen. 
er. 9. 3. If. a2. 12. 
* Joel 2. 16. 


i Kings 21. 29. & Ch. 22. 38. 


RW 


before the Lord Mayor. 13 
4 Bullruſo; and which require us to 


ent our Hearts, and not our Garments, + 


And this we might learn from the very 
Nature of faſting ; as it conſiſts but in a 
Shew of Humility, in Will-worſhip, 
neglecting the Body: For we have no 
expreſs Precept for it. So that all the 
Countenance given to faſting in Scrip- 
ture, and the Efficacy of it ; muſt be 
aſcribd to the Acts of Devotion which 
| are ſuppos'd to accompany it. 


„ ww 


Arp in this View "tis no Wonder 
that we often find public Faſts effectual 
for the removing preſent Evils, averting 
impendent ones, and. procuring a Bleſ- 
ing on netional Enterprizes.** For if we 
1- W may expect a Return of private Prayers 
ve bor perſonal Bleſſings; what may we not 
le ¶ expect from the united Fervour of a whole 


. Nation charitably begging a Bleſſing on 
one another e 
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14 A Setmon preach d 

Bor applying this to the Jetur in the 
Text; we ſhall find, that whilſt they 
obſerv'd the Act of Faſting for ſeventy 
Years ; they were regardleſs of that Re- 
pentance and Reformation, which is the 
religious End of it. For we read in the 
12th Verſe, that they made their Hearts, as 
an Adamant Stone. This Defect there- 
fore of their faſting, in Reliance on the 
bare Act, we muſt avoid; as we would 
faſt religiouſly, or unto God. 


II. AnoTHER Defect in their faſt- 
ing, was the doing it unſeaſonably. li n 
the Loſs of their Country, and the burn- ¶ : 
ing their Temple, was the Ground of; 
their faſting ; the Occaſion muſt ceale, 

when they were reſtor'd to their Coun- 

try, and their Temple was rebuilt : And ch 
their mourning tor the Loſs of Gedala", I g. 
or the Diſperſion that enſu'd upon it, I m 
muſt needs be unſeaſonable; after a Re- MW T 
ſtoration , and the having their Lois MW bu 
made up to them in ſuch excellent Prin- ¶ be 
ces as Cyrus and Darius. 


THE 
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Tu Seaſonableneſs of faſting, is what 


God ſeems to have had a great Regard 
to; in appointing the Jews but one 
ſtated yearly Faſt, which was the Day of 
Expiation. Both their perſonal and na- 
tional Guilt, muſt afford Matter for the 
Recurrence of ſuch a Faſt in that Period: 
But had-their occaſional Faſts been made 
perpetual ; they muſt not only have con- 
tinu'd when the Occaſion ceas'd, but 
prepoſterouſly have fell in with their 
happieſt Seaſons of Feſtivity. And there- 
fore our Saviour juſtifies his Diſciples in 
not obſerving the Jewiſh Faſts ; from 
their Unſeaſonableneſs, whilſt he as a 
bridegroom was with them. 


Ir it be here objected ; how could 
the Jet tell whether God had yet for- 
given the Sins that had brought a Judg- 
ment on their Nation ſeventy Years ago? 
The Anſwer is : They could not chuſe 
but know it; by the national Judgment's 
being remov'd, and the contrary Bleſ- 

ſings 


16 A Sermon. preach'd 


ſings being beſtow'd upon them. In our 
Saviour's Conſtruction; Ariſe and wall, 
and thy Sins are forgiven thee ; are the 
ſame Thing, Mat. 9. 5. And if the 
Removal of Judgments, and conferring 
the contrary Bleſſings, be not a ſufficient 
Proof of national Forgiveneſs ; ti cer- 
_ taina Voice from Heaven, or one riſing 
from the Dead, would be Jeſs ſatisfactoꝶ. 
So that at this rate Men might mourn 
for ever; to the impeaching the Exora- 
bleneſs of God, and the damping all De- 
votion on ſuch Occaſions. Beſides, it we 
will take a Nation, not for the Spot of 
Ground, but the People in it; there 
ſeems no Room for puniſhing it beyond 
the third or fourth Generation, when 
that Set of People is ſuppos'd to be gone 
at 


Trrsr Jeu knew that David had 
ſaid; there is Forgiveneſs with thee, that 
thou mayſt be feared. * And God had 
4 ſhewn 


nd 


* Pſal. 130. 4. 
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new it them, in many National Inſtan· 
ces within a leſs Period. Their own 
Reaſon too and Conſcience ' upbraided 
them; which was the Ground of their 
ſending to Judea for an authoritative Ab- 
togation. And God effectually {hews 
the Unſeaſonableneſs of thoſe Faſts; by 
telling them they ſhould be turn d into 
Taankſgivings. So that ſuch unſeaſon- 
able faſting, carrying in it an Air of Un- 
thankfulneſs; it muſt needs be unaccept- 
able to God. A 70. | 


III. Dexrcrt, and the laſt to be 
mention'd; was their Uncharitableneſs 
towards one another under theſe Shews 
of Humiliation. Upon the Slaying Ge- 
daliab, a violent Animoſity aroſe between 
the Friends of ſhnuel and thoſe of Jobha- 
nan. + Which ſeems to have continued 
throughout thoſe 70 Years ; for they are 
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18 A Sermon preach d 
in this Chapter admoniſh'd to ſew M Ne 
and Compaſſions every Man to his Brother; t 
and not to imagine Evil againſt his Brother Ml ' 
in his Heart. And in the next Chapter ii 
they are expreſly ſaid to be ſet every one Ml © 
againſt his Neighbour : | A Temper very d 
unſuitable to a Faſt ; to be taking our Fel. It 
low Servant by the Throat, when we MW 


ſhould be humbling ourſelves for our Mu 
_ own Sins! ar 


By way of Concluſion therefore, it ln 
may be proper to deſcant a little upon N 
this Defect of Faſting among ourſelves, e 
In the Spirit of Meekneſs, and as ſo- be 
lemnly humbling ourſelves in the Pre- Ne 
ſence of God, let us conſider, whether tio 
this Day has not been Proſtituted to at- | 
rogant Uncharitableneſs, inſtead of {in- 
cere Humiliation. Have not ſome as 
plentifully vented Anathemas on this Day, 
as the Pope on another? And are not 
others apt to think themſelves Diſappoint- 


| ed, 
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ed, if they meet not with ſuch kind of En- 
tertainment ? Has not the Day been per- 


verted to the Labouring one ſingle Point, 
inſtead of bewailing thoſe other Sins by 
which God was ProvoR'd ; as the Rubrick 
directs us? Has it not been applied to 
the Revival of thoſe Animoſities which 
the Act of Oblivion would bury, to the 
ſupport of Parties, and to the throwing 


an Odium upon Fellow Proteſtants, which 


the Act for the Nay. moſt highly reſents ? 

it WW loſtead of Properly making this Day a 

on Warning: piece to Illegal Meaſures in So- 
oc Neereign, or Subjects; has it not been 
. Wprrverted to invidious Reflections on the 
Revolution, and a comparative Diminu— 
tion of the two beſt Sovereigns this Na- 
tion ever had ? If this be our Caſe, we 
have reaſon to be ſtill aßprehenſive of the 
Evils of this Day. But bating ſome- 
What like this, we have no Scripture In- 
ance of a People humbling themſelves 


not 
in- M0 half this time, and not being for- 
od ven. | ö FOR 
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Matter of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to 


20 ASermon Preach d, &c. 
For God's Sake therefore, for the 
Honour of our Nation, and the Credir 
of our Eſtabliſh'd Devotions,let us ſo ob. 
ſerve this Day, as that it may not ſtand 
perpetual Brand upon us! And for our Fn. 
couragement, we may hope that thc 
remainder of Wrath now to be reſtrain. 
ed, is not great; for God has already be. 
gun to ſhew us his Greatneſs, and his 
Mighty Hand. Our Conſtitution is re- 
Nor'd ; the Revolution has improv'd it; 
and the Proteſtant Succeſſion ſecures it 
Let us but then on this Day Faſt Reli 
giouſly, as unto God; and we need not 
doubt but our fearful Apprehenſions will 
ſoon vaniſh, and we ſhall have continuil 


God: Which God of his Infinite Mercy 
grant, for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt out 
Lord. Amen. N 


I. 


